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[Abstract:] Encloses translation of letter from Minister of Foreign Affairs relative to Venezuelan 
Coins & sends sample coin of each denomination issued by Venezuelan Gov’t. 

Legation of the United States 
Caracas, Venezuela 
May 31, 1893 

Dear Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th ult. requiring one 
coin of each denomination issued by the Venezuelan Government of the latest issue. I handed 
your letter to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and on the 27th inst. received a reply from him, a 
translation of which I enclose. The coins named therein & have sent you under referral-cover in 
care of Boulton Blair & Dallet, 135 Front Street, New York City (Agents of the Red D Line) 
with instructions to forward by express from New York. The amount of the coins B’s 156.62 Vi 
or ($30.12) thirty dollars and 12 cents & have drawn on you for through the Bank of Venezuela 
at 3 days right. The proceeds & have paid to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and have taken his 
receipt. I regret that the coins are not newer but the Venezuelan Government has coined no 
money for some time. The Bank of Venezuela inform me that the 25 Bolivar gold piece, the 2.50 
Bolivar silver price and the 0.25 Bolivar silver piece are not of the last issue and that there were 
no coins of the denomination in the last issue. 

On the 4th of April last the Government made a contract with the Bank of Venezuela to 
coin some silver and nickel coins in the “Mint at Paris or Washington” and provided that they 
should be “of the type, weight, alloy, value and other conditions fixed by the law relating to 
money of July 9th, 1891”. This contract was for B’s 6,000,000 in coins of 5 Bolivar, 2 Bolivar, 1 
Bolivar, 0.50 Bolivar and 0.25 Bolivar in silver and B’s 500,000 in 0.05 of a Bolivar nickel. I 
have the honor to remain, Sir, your obedient servant. 

Frank C. Partridge 

To the Honorable 

the Superintendent of 

the U.S. Mint, Philadelphia, Pa. 

P.S. A law of June 26th 1891, fixed the coins for the future as follows. Of gold, 100, 50, 20, 10, 
and 5 Bolivar; of silver 5,2, 1,0.50 and 0.25 Bolivar; and of nickel 012 16 and 0.05 Bolivar. You 
will observe that it still discontinues the 25 Bolivar gold and 2.50 Bolivar silver; also that it 
resolved the 0.25 silver and discontinues the 0.20 silver. 


F.C.P. 
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Translation. 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the United States of Venezuela. 

Caracas, 

May 27, 1893 

Most Excellent Sir: 

In accordance with the desire which V.E. were pleased to express to me a few days since, 
by placing in my hands, to be returned, a letter of the Superintendent of the Mint of the United 
States established in Philadelphia, I have the honor to send you herewith a sample of each piece 
of money coined by official authority. The collection consists of twelve pieces: three of gold, 
seven of silver and two of nickel, corresponding to the following values: 

Of Gold 

1 of 100 Bolivars —- B. 100.00 

1“ 25“ —- 25.00 

1 “ 20 “ —- 20.00 

His Excellency Frank C. Partridge, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister of Plenipotentiary 
of the United States in Venezuela. 


Of Silver 


1 of 5 Bolivars— B.5.00 

1 “ 2.50 “ —- 2.50 

1 “ 2 “ —- 2.00 

1“ 1 “ 1.00 

1 “ 0.50 “ .50 

1 “ 0.25 “ —- .25 

1 “ 0.20 “ —- .20 


Of Nickel 


1 of 0.12 Vi Bolivar — 12 Vi 

1 “ 0.05 “ —- B5 

B’s 156.62 '/ 2 

I renew to V.E. the assurance of my highest and most distinguished consideration. 


P. Ezequiel Rojar 



